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Who can be a Poll Watcher 

• Candidate Representatives 

• Political Parties 

• Political Committees* 

 

*Only Political Committees formed for the 

specific purpose of expressly advocating 

the passage or defeat of an issue on the 

ballot may have one poll watcher in each 

polling room or early voting area at any 

one time during the election             

       FSAE Ch 101.131 

 

 

 



Regulations 

Each political party, candidate or 

political party may have one watcher in 

each polling room or early voting area at 

any one time during the election. 

 

No watcher shall be permitted to come 

closer to the officials’ table or the 

voting booths than is reasonably 

necessary to perform his or her 

functions.      

        FSAE Ch 101.131 



Regulations 

Poll Watcher shall: 

 

• Be allowed within the polling room or 

early voting area to watch and 

observe the conduct of electors and 

officials. 

 

• Furnish their own materials and 

necessities and shall not obstruct the 

orderly conduct of any election. 

       FSAE Ch 101.131 



Regulations 

Poll Watcher Shall: 

• Pose any questions regarding polling 

place procedures directly to the clerk 

for resolution. 

 

• Not interact with any voters. 

 

• Be a qualified and registered elector 

of the county of which he or she 

serves. 

 

   FSAE Ch 101.131 



Poll Watcher Designation 

Each party, each political committee 

and each candidate requesting to have 

poll watchers shall designate, in writing 

to the Supervisor of Elections on form 

DS-DE 125 before noon: 

Primary 

August 6, 2016 for Early Voting 

August 16, 2016 for Election Day 

General 

October 15, 2016 for Early Voting  

October 25, 2016 for Election Day 

        

       FSAE Ch 101.131 



http://www.voteindianriver.com/Portals/IndianRiver/Pollwatcher Designation.pdf


http://www.voteindianriver.com/Portals/IndianRiver/Pollwatcher Designation.pdf


http://www.voteindianriver.com/Portals/IndianRiver/Pollwatcher Designation.pdf


Poll Watcher Approval  

• Poll watchers for polling rooms shall  be 

approved by the Supervisor of Elections and 

provided ID badges on or before: 

Primary 

August 13, 2016 for Early Voting 

August 23, 2016 for Election Day 

 

General 

October 22, 2016 for Early Voting  

November 1, 2016 for Election Day 

• Each poll watcher must wear his or her 

identification badge while in the polling room 

or early voting areas. 

 



Approved Poll Watcher List 

• The Supervisor of Elections shall furnish to 

each election board a list of the poll 

watchers designated and approved for such 

polling rooms or early voting areas.   

 

• Designation of poll watchers shall be made 

by the chair of the county executive 

committee of a political party, the chair of a 

political committee, or the candidate 

requesting to have poll watchers. 



Who Cannot Be A Poll 

Watcher? 

• Candidates 

• Sheriff 

• Deputy Sheriff 

• Police Officer 

• Or other Law Enforcement Officer 



All Poll Watchers 

Shall be allowed to enter and watch 

polls in all polling rooms and early 

voting areas within the county in which 

they have been designated if the 

number of poll watchers at any 

particular polling place does not exceed 

the number provided in the section. 

 

 

       FSAE Ch 101.131 



Guidelines 

• Poll watchers may challenge the right 

of a person to vote in that county.  

The challenge must be in writing and 

contain the “Oath Of Person Entering 

Challenge.”  The Clerk has the form. 

 

• Poll watchers are not permitted to 

wear campaign buttons, shirts, hats, 

or other campaign items while they 

are in the polling room. 



Important Dates to Remember 

• Noon – August 6, 2016  - Deadline for poll 

watcher designations for early voting locations 

for Primary 

 

• August 13, 2016 – Deadline for Supervisor of 

Elections to approve poll watchers and provide 

ID badges for early voting for Primary 

 

• Noon – August 16, 2016 – Deadline for poll 

watcher designations for Election Day  

 

• August 23, 2016 – Deadline for Supervisor of 

Elections to approve poll watchers and provide 

ID badges for Election Day 

 

 

Section 101.131, F.S. 



 

Primary Election 

Early Voting  

 
Saturday, August 20th – Saturday, August 27th  

 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

  Supervisor of Elections Office 

  4375 43
rd

 Avenue, Vero Beach 

 

  Indian River County Main Library 

  1600 21
st

 Street, Vero Beach 

 

  Sebastian City Hall Council Chambers 

  1225 Main Street, Sebastian 

 



General Election 

Early Voting 

Monday, October 24th – Saturday, November 5th  

 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

  Supervisor of Elections Office 

  4375 43
rd

 Avenue, Vero Beach 

 

  Indian River County Main Library 

  1600 21
st

 Street, Vero Beach 

 

  Sebastian City Hall Council Chambers 

  1225 Main Street, Sebastian 

 



Election Days 

• Election Days:  

 

 Primary - August 30, 2016 

 General – November 8, 2016 

 

• Polls are open from 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


