New Year, New Look, New Laws
NEW YEAR- First off, I would like to
wish everyone a happy and
healthy new year. 2013 was a productive year at the Elections Office
as we conducted two elections and
thirty voter registration drives. We
also received national recognition
for our voter outreach program
Ride & Register. We are looking
forward to 2014, as it promises to
be a busy election year.

NEW LOOK- Same URL address,
fresh, new look. As part of our contract with VR Systems, VoteIndianRiver.com received a bit of a facelift.
Visit our website, and see for yourself. The information is updated, and
we hope you find the new layout to
be more user friendly. We also added some flare to our homepage with
hot tabs, a scrolling slideshow, and
Dates To Remember.

NEW LAWS– With

each year,
comes new laws passed down
from the State Legislature. Here
are a few important changes to
expect in 2014. Registration: The
IRC Elections Office now permits a
registered voter who moves from
one Florida county to another
county to vote a regular ballot
(and not a provisional ballot) if the
county to which (cont. on page 2)

Nov. 5 2013 Municipal Election Recap

NEW: Sample Ballots Via Email

5,363 (20%) voters turned out to cast a ballot for the
November 5 Municipal Election for the cities of Vero
Beach and Sebastian. Vero residents retained Dick
Winger and elected newcomer Amelia Graves.
Sebastian residents elected incumbents Andrea Coy
and Bob McPartlan and welcomed back former
councilman, Richard Gillmor.

The State of Florida released a new version of the Voter
Registration Application that includes an opportunity to
opt in to receiving a Sample Ballot via email. If you would
like to opt in to receiving sample ballots from the Indian
River County Elections Office via email, please fill out a
voter registration application. Note: This information is
public record.

Candidate Workshop
FEBRUARY

6

Before campaign season heats up, the Elections Office is offering a candidate workshop.
Voters interested in running for public office can learn what it takes to become a candidate.
The workshop will be held on Thursday, February 6, 2014 from 9-11 a.m. at the Supervisor
of Elections office located at 4375 43rd Avenue in Vero Beach.

The workshop is open to candidates, campaign managers, campaign treasurers, members of the public
and anyone interested in running for office, whether they are a first time candidate or a long-standing
incumbent. Election laws are constantly changing, so it is imperative that candidates are familiar with
the new legislation. The workshop focuses on the fundamentals of filing to become a candidate and
introduces participants to candidate qualifying and reporting, campaign finance, political advertising
and ethical conduct. Interested parties must register for the candidate workshop no later than February
3rd. To register, please contact Kathy Crockett by calling (772) 226-3440 or by emailing
KCrockett@voteindianriver.com. There is no cost to attend.

NEW LAWS (cont. ) - the voter moved uses an electronic database as a precinct register at the polling place.
Indian River County processes voters utilizing electronic poll books, eliminating the need for voters moving into
our county to vote a provisional ballot. Absentee Ballots: Voters are required to sign a voted absentee ballot so
that their signature can be verified by the Elections office staff as valid. In the past, if a voter neglected to sign
their absentee ballot, the ballot would not be tabulated. New election law allows a voter to “cure” the missing
signature if he or she completes an absentee ballot affidavit and provides an ID by 5 pm on the day before the
election. New legislation also requires written permission signed by the voter if the voter requests their absentee ballot be mailed to an address other than their address on file with the Elections Office (the only exception to
this new law is absent uniformed service voters or overseas voters).
January 16: Facility Tour– IRC Chamber
of Commerce Leadership Class
January 20: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 1: Initiative Petition Signature
Certification Deadline

February 6: Candidate Workshop
March 4: Legislative Session Begins
March 5: Sheriff’s BBQ
March 17: FSASE Scholarship
Application Deadline
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NEW LAWS (cont.) – Absentee Ballots:

